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later, having brilliantly surmounted the requisite
examinations, entered the service of the Conseil
d'Etat. This is one of two high tribunals which in
France combine something of the functions of the
United States Supreme Court. The bench of last
resort in civil and criminal cases is the Gour de
Cassation ; before it would have been taken the
Hauptmann appeal. The Conseil d'Etat advises'
Parliament on the phrasing and technical legality
of its statutes, either prior or subsequent to their
adoption. No Gallic John Marshall having as yet
arisen, it has uniformly declined to adjudicate
legislative policy. At its bar any citizen believing
himself to have been wronged by the State may sue
for reparation ; or the State may prosecute a citizen
alleged to have violated its ordinances. There, for
nearly a quarter of a century, Leon Blum acted as
Auditeur, or Referee ; Maitre des Requetes, or
Master of Petitions ; and Government Commissary.
Following the World War, he retired with the button
of a Chevalier of the Legion of Honour, a pension,
the title of Honary State Counsellor and an intimate,
professional mastery of the French legal and
constitutional systems.

But our concern at the moment lies in the equip-
ment with which, during 1894, he emerged from his
scholastic chrysalis into the world of affairs- He was
a graduate attorney, with a dawning taste for
economics and social philosophy, and an active
interest in government and politics* Widely read in
history, he possessed more than a smattering of
science- Latin he wrote with fluency, whether in